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which must always embarrass the relations between minister and people, under our existing arrangements. I mean the inducement for the owner of a pew to continue a member of a religious society after he has lost his interest in the worship. No spir'tual relation can be sincere and efficacious which does not rest on the most perfect freedom. The moment you feel obliged to attend on a religious service, without any inward sympathy, the service can do you no good. There should not be the shade of a restraint on any worshiper, which prevents him from seeking such influences as are most congenial to his tastes, and adapted to his moral and intellectual wants. The minister should feel that the persons whom he addresses have come around him through interest in his words, and whenever that interest ceases they should be able to depart as freely as they came. This would greatly increase the life and animation of our public services. The speaker would have nothing to do but to declare the word which pressed for utterance, and in the manner which his own nature best permitted; the dread of injuring a hearer would never tempt him to modify his thoughts ; for no man who heard what was without interest for him would be forced to come a second time. The freedom of the speaker and the freedom of the hearer, which are each equally important, would thus be secured; no man would suffer in his property from the convictions of the preacher; misunderstandings would be